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THE BAflKET Or mCIT.

Three dayB later It was announced that, ac-

cording to the oustom of tho women of tho
Peoplo of Fire. Noma, having given birth to a
still-bor- child vvw about to ttart upon a
Journey to tho Mount of Purification, where
sho would abide eiwhllo, and make sacrifice
to the spirits of hisr ancestors, thu they might
erase to be angry irlth her, and In future pro-

tect her from suoli misfortunes. This not
domestlo Incident excited little comr-ion-t,

althousb It was remarked that the four ma-tro-

by whom she was to bo accompanied. In
accordance with tho tribal etiquette, wero a)' t
of them the ntve of soldiers who had desert 0,i
to Hafeia. Indeed, the King himself no jCcd
as much whan Ilokosa mado the forn' al ap-
plication to him to sanction the expedition.

"So he it." io said; "though myeof t nRV0
lost faith in such rites. Also, 'Hbkota, I
think It likely that, although your Vlfo goes out
with companv . she will return Jonc."

"Why. King?" asxod Uokora.
"For this reason that thor.o who travel with

her have s yoralew at tho town of the
Prince Hafeia, and thoMount of Purification
ii on the r'jad. Having-gon- so fnr they may
go furlhe) . Well, lot them eo, for I doslro to
have noiv j among my whoso hearts turn
otherwhe re, and It would not be wonderful if
they she uld chooso tr seek their lords, though,
perchaD ce. Ilokosa, '.here are somo in this town
who may use them f.o messengers to tho Prince"

and 'ne looked aj him keenly.
"I think not. KInir," said Ilokosa. "Nom.

"bat a fool would, make uso of womon to carry
secret tidings. Their tongues are too long, ani.
their memories too bad or too uncertain."

"Yet I have heard.Hokosa.that you have madn
Tie of women in manyZa strange work. Say,
now, what were you doing upon a night n
while ago with that fair wltchwlfo of yourn
yonder In the hurylng place of kings.whero It la
not lawful that you should set your foot? Kay,
deny it not You;were seen to enter the valley
after midnight, "and to return thence at the
dawn, and it was seen also that as sho came
homeward your wlfo walked as ono who Is
drunken, and she. whom It is not easy to
frighten, wore a face of fear. Man, I do not
trim you. and were I wiso I should hunt you
hence, or keep you so close that you could
scarcely move without my knowledge. 'Why
should I trust you?'.' Nodwcngo went on, ve-

hemently. "Can a wizard cearo from his wlz-ard- rr.

or a plotter from his plots? No, not
until the waters run upward, and the sun
shines at night; not until repentance touches
you, and your heart is changed, which I should
hold as much a marvel. You wero my father's
friend, and he made you (treat; yet you could
plan wlth'my brother to poison him, your
kins. Kay, be silent: I know it, though I
hare said nothing of it, because one that in
dear to me has interceded for you. You were
the priest of the false god, and with that god
.are fallen from your place, yet you have not
renounced him. You sit still in yonr kraal,
and pretend to bejisleep. hut your slumber is
that of the serpent, which watches his time
to strike, now do I know that you will not
poison me, asyou would have poisoned my
father, or stir ud rebellion against mo, or
"bring my brother's impts on my head?"

"If the King thinks any of these things 'of'
his servant," answered Ilokosa, In a humble
vofce. but with dignity, "his path is plain. Let
him jrat me tc death and sleep in peace, for
who am I that T should fltf the ears'of a King,
with my defence against these charges, or dare
to wrangle with him." I

"Long ago I should have put you to death.
Ilokosa," answered Njdwengo. sternly, "hal
it not been that one has pleaded for you, de-
claring that in you there is good wMch a'r.all
overcome the evil, and that you, who are now
an are to cut down my throne, in time to corao
shall be a roof tree to support It. Also tho law
that I obey will not allow me to take tho blood
cf men save upon.full proof, and agalust you
as yet I have no 'proof. Still. Hok osa, he
warned in time, and let your heart bj turn ed
before the grave claims your body and the
Wicked One your soul."

"I thank you. King, for your gentlo words.
and your tender care for my well being, both

n the earth and after I shall leave 1. But I
tell you. King, that I had rather d e as your
father would have killed me in the old days, or
your brother would kill me now, ild either of
them hate or fear me, than live, on in safety,
owing my life to a new law an 1 n!new mercy
that dot not befit the great on.es of the earth.
King, 1 am your servant," aid giving him the
Toyal ealute. he rote and leVt his presence.

"At lie least, there gfje'j a man," said Nod-
wcngo. as hu watched foim depart.

"OC whom do you spesJc, King?" asked Owen.
who it that moment ontered the royal house.

"Of him whom you must have touched in
the i icorway. MesVaiger. Ilokosa. the wizard,"
ansa ered the Kinir. and h told him of what
had passed fcctr.een them. "I said." ho add-e-

"thai he was a man, and so he is: yet i
hold that I hve done wrong to listen to your
pleacllng and to spars him. for I am certain
that h yiH bring bloodshed upon jie, and
trou hie on the Faith. Think, now. Meiccn-ge- r,

how full must be that man's her.Tt of
seer et rago and hatred, he who was so. great
and Is now so little. Will lie not csyrtnlnly
str" v to grow great again? Will he not
strive to he avenged upon those who wimbled
h' m, and the religion they have adopted?"

"It may be," answered Owen, "but if so, ho
will not conquer. I tell you. King, that likt.
water hidden in a rock, there is stood in thi.
man's heart, and that I shall ye find a rod
wherewith to cause It to gush ouf. and refresh
the desert."

"It U more likely that he wi'll And a spear
wherewith to cause yuur blootl to gush out
and refresh the Jackals." answered the King
grimly, "but he it as ynu Bill. And now.
what of your business?"

"This, King; John, my errvant, has re-

turned from the coast countries, and he bring
me a letter raying that beforn long three wblt'i
teachers will follow him to take up the wor tthat I have begun. I pray that when th sy
come, for my sake and for tho sake of 4ie
truth that I !have taunht jou. you will t'eat
them kindly and protect them, remembe ring
that at first they will know little of your

or yoijr customs."
"I will, indeed," said the King, with much

concern. "But tell me. Messenger, why do
jou apeak of yourself as of one who soon will
be hut a memory? Do you purpore tt leave
ua?"

"No, KTng, but I bellero that ere long I
shall be recalled. I have given my ,messace,
mr (ask is welNnlirh ended, and I must be
turning home. Sato, for your sakes I do not,
orrow thereat, for to speak truth, I grow

very weary," and ho smiled sadly.
Ilokosa went home alarmed and full of bit-

terness, for he had nover guessed that the.
"oeivant of the Messenger," as he called Nod-neng- o

the King, know so much about him and
ills plans. Ills fall vns bard to him. and to be
thus meatnred up, weighed, and (.ontemptu-iusl- y

forgiven was almost more than ho could
l?ar. It was the ,hl:o prophet who hail dono
this thlug. IIo hut told Kodwengo of hti
Ulokosa'a) eharo In the plot to murder the laOi
King Umsuka, though how he came to knoir
"if that matter was beyond guessing. lie lind
watched him, orcansedhlm to be watchrtd,
when he went forth to consult spirits in
the place of the dead: he had warned Nod.
Meniro against him. Worst of all, ho hail
dared to treat blm with contempt, had pl'iaded
fnr his life and safety, so that he was spared
at men spare a snake from which the charmer
has drawn his f tngs. When they mef at the

- Kate of the King's house yonder, th'.s white
I thlsf. wio hadslolen W'plc6and p iycrf had
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even smiled upon him and rested blm ktod-- 'ly. and donbtless, while ho imtiri, by aid ofthe maglo ho poisessed. hat' rend hra through
.5Z " ll tel1 the ,t0' " ,0 " King. Wellof should be an end. lie would kill

wMe".?r or N rtf . killed.
", r7h'hU kraal, he foundNoma sitting buea.h r, 'fruit tree that grew In

VfiS'Erf1, "i "ringing beadf. for. the
wTfc, Zlnt an Khfll4 'V lo hl P"rtliuught mo'ro nl "Si?1 1'?mely woman. Vho

politics or of VDt.". ,laf rhln ot religions ora'6niatiart will of kings. Of late No.
bemath uW 3 tlie """"'"w of this .ree. forthat child which had Uen born
myIurne.l.0?? U,e Klne to irranu leave for

'Ye? l' i nuked, looking up.
leases him.""1 nm

think th thiV,!?W",,ho nn'8't,, "tor I
l, ." W liero muoh longer withraad."y,j!"cw,ory''0'' company I shall go

the ear .2 lUt lticMl at a spot mar by where
"lie ") h,wrd signs nf recent, Clsturbance.

no ti ..Khe2 ,leve." tlnknsiv went on. taking
Lisp '"".of bor spe-wh- . "but he suspects'us.
Fa,i2T7. ml t? lolJ.her of the talk that had.? "'Iween himself and the Kln.

2!S.Vrhl,S "jan Ii" read you as he reads In
- ..J.r"t.?n..b,ok .h.n nwered with a little

lan.h' V"ll .1.."1'1 that ho would be too
Vlcr f?r y."' ll1 I ut? It docs not matterme. for I go upon my Jourueyiand jou can settle it is yon will."Ay'"wred Hokosa. grinding his teeth.It Is true that he has read me. but.promise you. tht all books shall soon m cl.'ied
i?."m- - jf et how ' It to be done without suspl-l- u

,r. "'"coery? I know many r.olsons. hut
wUA' it? mu,t ho,lmltitered. and lot him
ion canl"rtr,a0:eCd.''nlnC'r- - hB Wh KlT" ft po1

villTi"'n fV".8.'0"10 other to vlve It, and lotbear tho blame." sugfestvf Noma.
n.L ..0.s?K,ua1L,, n. answer, bit walking to tho

against it lost in thought. As he stood thus?..y ,l ,T,nma" ndvanc'nc toward him who
h""1 R ,mi'11 basket of fmil.md knew her for ono of tyiose whose business it

w.? i? WBll.up?n ,he ifoenger in his huts, or
WiSLiv" hon. ,'or by now ho had built
ThT. L..ll0UM and near it a little chapel.

t iJ.. Plalin w Hr,koa alto, and looked ntsideways as though she would like tostop ami speak to hi'n, tut feared to d6 so.
9.?)U IEOrr"to yju,"hesald. "IlnwgoesIt your husbarjl and vour house?"

kn.!0"-!1-1 k?s? well that this woman'staker, a dislike to U r and drivenher from his homi,, filling ner place with oneyounger and more attractive. At the
Woman ?'P bwn to tremble, andoves swam with tears.

..vA ""' 50,-rr- " ."" "llJ- - "why do youmy husb and? Have j ou not heanlhe has drhen me away, and that another Wesmy place?

..L'Si0 h,l'r nU. Jhe eo,"'P ot th'v town?"
f.lDkoJ with a smllo. "'Butcome in

BMdt,eiUime ?;' J;e"hnI may beyou. for I have charms totompel thofancy of such faithless ones."The woman looked round, and seeing thatJS?,h.i.P0" .ne ln.laJlt' she "tDed swlftljr
wblohll,;lodbehind her '

Ifc?. "here Is one whotells mo that her hushand has deserted bsr
hSr mTlkto drink."10 "" my C0Un8e1' Dcin'
...'TnBre nr8."n wives who would not Dndso great m evil," replied Komafaock-ingly- .as she rose to do hlsid.Mng.
toKltS? saldt' ,h 8arC"W' 8n1 t0rnln"

l a"1 frightened. masteTi" sho anrwered.lest anv should have seen, me enter here, forI have oeromo a Christian, and the Cf.rlstiansare forbidden to consult the Witch doctors.
ns..". were wont to do. r"or my ca. It is- -"No ueea to set it or.t." broke f i nokosa.SS,nlr,. hi?ndC Xv"' u writtfn on your

nut yon away andloves another woman, your own half sister,whom you brought up from a chl'.d."
, Ah. master, you have heard "aright."

i I have not I look upijn you and I
"; '?1 am I not a wizard'i Tell me "and taking dust Into his hsjitl. he blew tho

l"l-- 7"T.nnd that. rccarV.-'ii- them curl,ously. so. Last nht ynu creptto your husband's hut-- do ytfil remember, anog growled at you as vou n used the gato?and there in front of thehu'. he sat with histiew wt.e. She saw you coming, but pretend-lin- e
not to sec, sho threw ber armi abaut hisr neck, kissing and fondlln; him before you-eye- s.

till you could liear I', no loncert andri-veale- dyourself. unbraMInc them. Tiienrival taunted yon and stirred him up"ltt 'bit-t- erwords, till at lngth he took a, stick andbeat you from the door, 'jmd there is the markof it upon your sboulden"
U W: u ls '00?'et,, be groaned.,les. true. Anr". now, whi t do you wishrrotn roe?"

"Master. I wish nyedlctne'fo tnakn my hu-bs-

hate my rival heart backto mi.
"That must bp a stronc said Ho-k-

whlcli will turn a marf from one who Isyoung and beautiful to one'wto is oast heryouth and ugly."
"I am as I am." answerrl,the aonr woman,with a. touch of natural dlanhty. "but at laastI hav lo veil him and work jd for him for twelvelone years."
"And that I why he.nould now be rid of

vou.for who cumbers his irsol with old cattle.""And yet at times th-- are the beat. Master.Arinkl and smooth seen strange upon
ono Pillow." she adde. glancing at Noma, whocame from the but c arrylng a bowl of milk inher hand.

"If you seek " said Ho'tosa. quicklv,
why dn you not , Eo to the whlto mnn. thatMesongerln who ;a you believe, and ask himfor a potion to tr.rn your husband' heart?"

Master. I hav beort to him. and he Is vervgood to me. for whn L was driven out he gave
me work to do and food. Dut he told me thathe had no med jeine for such easts, and that thGreat Man ir the sky alone could soften tho
breast of mv husbans, and cause rov sister tocease from her wtcnedness. Last night Iwent to see whether' he would do it, and you
know what befell mf-- there."

"Tbatbefwll yju Vhlch befalls all fools who
out their trust In words alone. What willyou pay mc. woman, if I give you the rxdi:lnewhich you seek?'

"Alas, master, I am pocr. I have nothing
to offer you. for "when I would not stay In my
husband's kraal.to b a servant to his new wlfo,
he took th rjw and the five goats that be-
longed to me. as. I being childless, according to
our ancient he had the riaht to do."

"You are bold who cofne to ask a doctor to
minister to you. bearing no fee its your harid,"
said Hokcm. "Yei. because I have pity-- onyou. I wiy bo content with verv little. Give
me that !asket of fruit, fur ray wife has been
sick. am', loves the taste of it."

"I caanot do that, master." answered thewoman, "for It is sent by ny hand as a present
to the .(Iesenger. and be knows this, and will
eat ot it after he has mode praTer md
I not give it to him. It would be discovered
that V had left It hero with you.'

"T,hon begone without yonr medicine," said
link osa, "for 1 need such fruit."

T'Ae woman rose and said, looking at him
wlUfully:

"Master, if you will be satisfied with other
fralt of the same sort. I know I can get
them for vou."" IVhen will you got them?"

' Now. within an hour. And till I return I
w ,1 leave these In pledge with vou. but thes
and no other I must give to the Messenger, for
be has already seen tbem, and mleht discover
the difference; nlo I nave promised in do so."

"As you will." said Ilokosa. "If you are
here with the fruit within an Iwnr the medi-
cine will be ready for you, a medicine that
shall not tall."

CHAPTER XIV.
the rATiNO or this rnxriT.

' Tho woman slipped away necrvtly, When
she had gone Ilokosa bade lils.'irlfo bring the
basket of fruit into the hut.

"It Is best that the butcher ("hould kill the
ox himself." she answered, mcaiilnnly.

Ho carried In the basket and' set It on the
floor.

"Why do you speak thus. Nona?" he asked.
"Iletauso I would have no hand, In the mat-tr- .

Ilokosa. I have been the tuol of a wiz-
ard, and won little joy therefrom. The tool of
a murderer I will not bo!"

"If I kill, it is for th(sakeof,botiiofus."ha
said, passionately.

"It mav be so. Ilokosa, or for tho sake of the
people, or fnr tho sakn of heaven abovj I do
not know and do not care, Vit I say. do your
own kllllnir, for 1 am sum thai even less lock
will hang to It than hangaVoyour witchcraft."

"Of all women you are tho most pervors!"
he said, stamping his fcot upon the iroiind.

"And so oti may soy again hsfnru every-
thing Is done, husband. ut If It 1 so, why do
you lote me and tie me to you with yonr wir-ardr-

Cut the knot, and let me go. my way
while you go yours."

"Woman, I cannot, but still I bid yom beware,
fnr. strUe as you will, my pnth must be your
path. Moreover, till " free ou, vm cannot
lift olco or hand nEalnst me."

Then, while the watched him curiously, he
fetched bis medicine i and took from them

r1 some powder fine as dust and tvo tiny crow
qulls. I'laclnc a fr lit before him. ho In-

serted one of these rnllls Into tts substjince,
and filling the second with the powder, h
shook Its routentn Into it and withdrew the
tube. This proceis be repeated four times on
each of the fruit, replacing tbi m one by one
In the basket. Bo deftly did ne work upon
them that however closely the; were scanned
none could guess that they lino been tampered
with.

"Will It,kill at once?" asked Noma.
"No, Indeed; b'U he who eats those fruits

will be sel7d on the third da); with dyrontery
and feier. and these will cling, to him till with-
in sevenlvceks- - cr. if he he sti ong.three months

he dies. This Is th lest of poisons, for It
works through nature and nmeo n trace It.

"Except, perchance, ths.t Spirit whom the
white man worships, and who alu works
thrpuch nrlnre. as ynu ler.fed, HoLo'a, when
He'rolled its lightning hck upon your heart,
shattering your god and. beating down your
company:"

Then of a sudden a tevrnr seised the wlisnl,
and. sprinting tn his f.;et. he cursed his Wife
till she trembled befct him.

"Vllt. woman', an d j

why do you push me forward with one hand
and with the other drag me back? Why do
you whisper evil counsel into one car ard into
the other prophesy of inls'ortun toenrce?
Had it not been fnr ynu, 1 should have let this
business He; 1 should have taken my fate and
have been content, liut day by day you have
taunted me with my fall and grloved over tho
greatness that yon have lost, till at length ynu
have drhen me to this. Why cannot you
be all good or nil wicked. or nt the least through
righteousness and sin, fatlhlul to my interest
and your own?"

"Because I hate you, Ho'tosn, and yet ran
strike yon only through my tongue md your
mad lovo for me. lam fnit in your power,
but thus, at least, I can make you feel some,
thing of my own pain. Hark, I hear tho wo-
man at the gate. Will you give her back the
basket, or will yon not? Whatever yon may
chooso to do, do not say In alter days that I
nrs-e- you to the deed."

Truly you aro gi he answered,
with cold contempt: "ono for whom 1 did
well tn enter inlo treachery and sin. So be It,
Jiavlng gone so far upon It, I will not turn
back from this Journey, como what may of It.
Let in that fcol."

I'rcscntly the woman stood before them,
boarlng with her another basket of fruit.

These aro what you seek, master," she
snld, "though I was forced to win them ny
thoft. Now glvo mo my own end tho medi-
cine and let me go."

Ho km e her the first basket, and with It,
wrapped In a piece of kid skin, some ot the
powder with which he had doctored the fruits,

"What shall I do with this?" she asked.
ou shall find means to sprinkle It upon

your sister's food, and thereafter your hus-
band shall come to halo even the sight of her."

Hut will ho come to lore me nguln?"
Ilokosa shrugited his shouldors.
"I know not." he answered. "That ls for

you to seo to. Yet this is sure, that if n tree
grows np before the house of a man, shutting
It off from the sunlight, shen that treo ls
cut ilnwn the sun shines upon his house again."

It ls milling to the sun on w hat he shines,"
said the woman.

'If tho saying does not please you, then
fnrget It. Ipiomlse son thin niut no more,
tlmt ery soon the man shall cease lo turn
to your rlxal."

"The medicine will not hnrm hr?" asked
tho woman, doubtfully. "She 1ms worked
mo bitter wrong Indeed, et she Is my sister,
whom 1 nursed when she was little, and 1 do
not wish to do her hurt. If only he will wel-co-

mo back and treat me kindly, I am will-
ing sjven that (ho should dwell on beneath
m husband's roof, ljearlng his children. .Tor
Will thev not be of my own blood?"
. Woman." answered Ilokosa, Impatiently,

you weary mo with your talk. Did I sny
that the oharm would hnrt her? I said that It
would cause our husband to hato the sight
of her. Now begone, taking or leaving it,
and 1st mo rest. If your mind In troubled,
throw asldo that medicine, and go sooth It
with such sights as that ou saw last night"

On hearing this the woman sprang up.
hid away the poison in her hlr, and taking
her basket of fruit, passed from the kraal as
secretly as sho bad entered it.

hy did you glvo her death medicine?"
asked Noma of Ilokosa. as he stood stnrtng
after her. "Have you a hateasalnst the hus-
band or the girl who is her rival?"

"Ncnc," he answered, "for they have never
crossed my path. O. foollth woman, can-
not you reaa my plan?"

"Not altogether, husband."'Listen, then. This woman will give to her
sister a medicine of which In the end she will
die. 8he may be discovered or she may not,
but it Is certain that sho will bo suspected,
seeing that the bitterness of the quarrel be-
tween them ls known. Also, she will give to
the Messenger certain fruits, after eating nf
which he will be taken sick nnd in due time
die. of Jus such a disease as that which car-
ries off the womnn's rival. Now, If any
think that he Is poisoned, which I trust nono
will, whom will ihej suppose to haio poisoned
him? though. Indeed, they can never prove ir."

"The plan ls clever." said Noma, with
admiration, "but I see a flaw in It. the wo-
man will say that she had tno drug from jou,
or. at the least, will babble of her visit to jou."

"Not so," answered Ilokosa, "for on this
matter the greatest talker In the world would
keep silence. Firstly, she, being a Chris-
tian, dare not own mat sho has visited the
witch doctor; secondly, the fruit she brought
in payment was stolen, therefore shs will say
nothing of it; thirdly, to idma mat she had
medlclno from me would bn to admit her
guilt, and that she will scarcely do, even
unuer torture, which by the new law It is
not lawful to applj. Moreover, nono saw her
tons here, and I should deny hor visit."

"The plan is very clever." tald Noma again.
"It Is very clever." ho repeated, compln-eently- .

"Never have I made a better ono.
Now. throw thjsc fruits to the she goals thatare In the kraal, and burn the basket, while
I go and talk to some In the Great Palace,
telling them that I have returned from count-
ing my cattle on the mountain, whither I
went after I had bowed the knee in the house
of the King."

Two hours later Ilokosa, having made a
wide detour and talked to sundry or his ac-
quaintances about the condition f his cattle,
might havo been seen walking slowly alo-- g
the north aide nf the Great I'alace toward his
own kraal. Ills path lay past the chapel and
the little house that Owen had built to dwell
in. This honse had a bread veranda, and upon
it sat the Messenger himself, eating his even-
ing mel. Ilokosa saw him. ami a great de-
sire entered his heart to learn whether or nn
be had partaken of the poisoned fruit. Also
it occurred to him that It would be w Ise if,
before the end came, ho could contrive to di-
vert all possible suspicion from himself hy giv-
ing the impression that he was now upon friend-
ly terms with the great while teacher, and not
disinclined even to become n convert to til;
doctrine. For a moment he hesitated, seek-
ing an excuse. One soon suggested Itself to
his ready mind. That very morning the King
had told him. not obecurel), that Owen hvl
pleaded for his safety, and saved hlin frombalng put upon his trial on charges ot witch-
craft and murder. IIo would go to him now
at once, plasing the part of a grateful pen-
itent, and the white man's magic mnst be keen
Indeed if it availed to pierce the armor of
his practised craft.

So Ilokosa went up and squatted himself
down native fashion among a little grnunof con-
verts who were waiting to see their teacher up-
on one business or another. He was net moro
than ten paces from the veranda, and sitting
this he saw a sight that interested him strange-
ly. Having eaten a little ot a dish of roasted
meat, Owen put out his hand and took a
fruit from a basket that the wl-a- knew
well. At this moment ho looked up and rec-
ognized Hokoa.

"Ho yon desire speech with me. Hokoja?" ho
asked in his gentle voice. "If so, be pleased to
come hither."

"Nay, Messencer." answered Ilokosa. "I de-
sire speech with you Indeed, but It Is HI to
stand between n buncrv man and his food."

"I care little for my food." answered Owen ; "at
the Unit It can watt." and he put down tho
fruit.

Then suddenly a fceltnir to which tho wlz-ar- d

had been for so many vears a stranger took
possession of him -- a feeling of comonncllnn.
Ihat man was about to partako of what
would cans) his death of what lie, Hokosa,
had prerared In order that tt should causo his
death. Ho was good, he was kindly, none
could allege a wrnng deed against him, and,
foolishness though It might he, so s tho doc-
trine that he taught. Why should he kill
him? It was true that never (111 that moment
nad he hesitated, by fair means or foul, to

an enemy or rival from his path. Ho
had been brorghtup In this teaching; it was

of the education of wizards to be mcrcl-es- s.

for they reigned hy terror nnd evil craft.
Their magic lay In clairvoyance and powers
of observation developed to a pitch that was
almost superhuman, and the chief of theirwsapons was poison In Inflnlto variety, where-o- f

tho guild alone understood the properties
and preparation. Therefore, there was nothing
strange, nothing unusual In this deed of dev
Hah and cunning murder that the sight of its
doing should stir him thus; and yet It did stir
him. He was minded to stop the plot, to let
things take their course.

Some rense of the futility of all such striv-
ings came home to him, and as in a glnss. for
Hoicosa was a man of Imagination, he foresaw
their end. A little succeps, a little failure,
it scarcely mattered which, and then that
end. Within twenty jears, or ten, or may-
hap even one, what would this present victory
or defeat mean to himr Nothing so far us he
was concerned; that Is, nothing so far at his
llfo of was concerned. Yet, if ho had
another life, it might mean rv crythlng. There
was another life; he knew- - (t. who had dragged
back from Us borders the spirits of the dead,
though what might ho the state and occupa-
tions of those dead he did not know. Yet he
believed- - why, he could not tell that they
wero affected vitally by their acts and behnv-lo- r

here, and his Intelligence warned him that
good must always flow from good and evil
from evil. To kill this man wait evil, and only
evil could come nf it. What did he rare whether
Hafeia ruled the nation or Nodvvengn, and
whether ll worshipped tho God of tho Chris-
tians or tho find of Kir who, by tho way, had
proved himself so singularly inefficient In tho
hour of tilal. vnw mni he thought of It, ho
mnrb prefeirrd Nodweno to Hafeln, fnr tho
ono was a Just man nnd the other a t) rant, nnd
He himself was moro comfortable as a wealthy
priv ate person than he had been as a bend medi-
cine man and n chief of wizards. He would
let things Ktsnd; he would prevent the Mes-
senger from eutlng of that Iruit. A word could
do it: he had but to suggest that it was unripe
or not wholewmo at this sensou of tlte year,
and it would be rnlt aside.

All these reflections passed through IIo.
kosa's mind In a few Instants of time, and al-
ready ho was rising to go to the veranda and
translate their mninl Into acts, when anotherthought occurred to him. How should he face
Noma with this tale? IIo could glvo up his
own ambitions, but could he bear her mockery,
as day by day she taunted him with his faint-
heartedness und reproached lilin with his fail-
ure to regain greatness and to make her great?
He forgot tLM he might conceal the truth
from her; or rather, he did not contemplate
such concea.ment. for their relations were toopeculiar and too iutiiuate to permit of it. She
hated blm and he wnrshlpjied her wlUiahslf
Inhuman passion -- n passion so unnatural, in-
deed, that it sugrested the horrid and Insatiablelongings cf the dtmnod-a- nd yet their souls
were naked to each other. It wasj their fatethat tbey could hid nothing each1 iWttn eachthey woie cursed with the awful necessity of(perfect candor It would be Impossible that

i -

he should keep from Noma anything that he
did or did not do: It would be r till more impos-
sible that she could conceal from him even
such Imaginings and things as It Is common
for women to bold secret. Hr very bitternesses,
which it had be.n pel toy for her to cloak nr
soften, would gush trom her lips at the sight
of him: nor. In the depths of his rige or tor-
ment, could ho, on tho other hand, control til
111 timed utterance of his continual and over-
mastering passion. It ramo to this. thn:
He must go forward, and against his better
Judgment, because he was atrald to go tack,
for tho whip of a rroman'e tongue drove him
on remorselessly. It was better that the Mes-
senger should die. anil tho land run red with
blood, than that he should be forcod to enduro
this ecourgc.

So. with a sigh, Ilokofn sank back to the
irround, and watched while Owen ate three of
the poisoned fruit. After a pause tin took a
fourth, and bit into it. hu:, not seeming to
find It to his taste, ho threw- - It to a child that
was watting by the veranda for nny scraps
which might lie loft over from his meal, who
taught It and devourrd it engerlv,

IIhii, smlltng at tho little bov's delight, the
Messenger called to Hokosa to oino up and
speak with him.

To De Continued.

--s.Y OKLAHOMA IHXSJSIl.

11 e nnd Other Clrtanietancea that Made
the Steal Memorable,

"The best dinner I ever had," said a New
York club man to a Sua reporter, " was In Ok-

lahoma, and It cost mo about $8. The dinner
Itself cost me but t'J, hut I paid 15 to get to it,
and the tips cost me $1, as I remember.

" I was tn the town of El Heno on the eve ot
the second opening of the Indian lands in that
section. The town was full of campers and
speculators. Tho few people tn tho place
who had got their consent to haro
homes there felt under no obligations to
entertain strangers, and tho landlord of
thu hotel was the most Indifferent and
unaccommodating wretch I ever saw. I lost
my grip tho first day I was In his house and
when 1 made the sort of complaint that a man
would naturally make under the clrcumetanocs.
he reckoned I would be able lo make a better
run without tt. I told him I was not there for
that purpose. He replied that he did not know
why a man In that country wanted any bag-
gage. And this struck mo as being so nearly
correct that I never alluded tn tie subject
again. In order that I may further Impress
you with the meanness of tho man I will
say that on one occasion 1 went to the
wash room of the house for the purpose
vt Indulging in a little exercise which Is In obe-
dience to a Testament command, and found the
tank empty. There was no porter and no bell-
boy. I waited on tho clerk, who was engaged
with ahalf.brv.ed tnagame of cards. In reply
to my request for water he referred me to the
landlord, who was sitting In his shirt sleeves on
the porch, as they call it down there. I made
known to him my wants, and he told me there
was a barrel ot water tn the cellar, and that I
could take the bucket and help myself, ne add-
ed that 1 must use the water sparingly, as he
had to pay for it, and that it came from a spring
about ten miles nay. Ho further said that no
bathing was allowed, and that only one course
of water was permitted. I asked blm if I might
have a little extra to use in connection with my
toothbrush. This request brought down upon
me all of his contempt, and I waived that.

"Ihave been on the nlatns where there was
not a house between sunrise and sunset, and not
a feather in sight-- Hut hunger In such a case
can be philosophized with. To suffer hunger,
however, in a lownot yonr own country, and
among) our own people, ls oneot the pangs 1

never want to feel again. I had suffered, mis
sort of feeling for four da) a. There was no fruit
in thu tow n. The canned goods of the cheapest
make ware being sold at fabulous prices to
Indians, who regarded them as luxuries.

I already felt the symptoms of a sickening
dyspeptln and did not care to increase them." In my hungered condition I met an officer of
the regular army from ibe command at Fort
lteno. six miles distant, and, knowing that tho
average nrmy officer is a gentleman, I Intro-
duced myself and begged him lo dlreot me to
someplace where I could reduce my famishing
connltlon. He Invited me tn the fort to mess
with him. but I told him 1 could uot accept, al-
though I was distressed to decline.

"He said If I insisted on spending my money
he would tell me where I could get a fairly good
meal, hat it was nine miles away. The qualifi-
cation he put forth obliterated distance. I
asked him to be brief. I was directed to the
Indian agency, and. learned the name of a
man there who served a fairly good meal to the
officer in charge of the agency and to the In-
dian storekeepers. I lost no time In applying
for livery there was such a thing as livery in
the benighted town. It was a benighted
town then: I do not know what It
Is now. The liveryman said he had
but one rig. and that the team was pretty well
tired out: and besides he would not let It go
for one passenger. I asked lilm hnvr many tho
rig would accommodate. He said that on a
pinch It would hold four and the driver, if there
waa no big man in the party; and he would
send us over to the agency for $50. I told him
to hold the rlc subject to my order, nnd re-
turned tn town, where I found two commercial
drummers and one newspaper correspondent. I
held out to my famishing acquaintances the
alluring prospect of a fair meal, and to my de-
light they fell In with the plan to capture it.

"The driver was a cheerful sort of chap, who
told us of a stream mat we must cross which
had a quicksand bottom, and unless a man
know-e- where he was drlvin' the whole team
was liable to sink In the sands and disappear
forever. He related a nnmber of cases of tnat
kind in corroboration of his statement. Rut we
urged him on, and entertained him with old
stories and some very bad singing. I had re-
served my worst story until we reached the
banks of the uncertain stream, and ho was ap
deeply Interested in my yarn that he forded the
creek beforo he was aware of It.

" He drove us to the little cottage where lived
the man who put out fairly good meals. It wns
Sunday. Several highly painted bucks loungi--
about the sloop. One. I was told afterward, was
a graduate of a Pennsylvania Indian school and
bad been sent back among his people to bring,
them up lo a higher civilization. He was vory
drunk the day I saw him. and his ward Mb A

consisted nf a blanket and a nether garo'.etit
worn by Indians.

"The landlord camo out and said It was late
for dinner. Ills wife was the cook, and, .'islt
was Sunday, site did not like to do any rtftra
work, especially as she was warning to f to a
ghostdance that evening, and It waa to take
place at some distance. As I was tl'o hun-
griest man in the crowd, I was selr,cted as
spokesman, and I was worked up tn I he pitch
of eloquence. Ills wife came nut, and I appealed
to her. She consented w hen I told hv r that thomonetary consideration was oart of tho
situation. We wero Invited In. ani the man
and his wife absented themselves to prepare
the fairly good meal. In an hour wo
wero Invited tn the table. Thii linen was
Immaculate. We had soup. twi courses of
meat, vegetables, lint bread, delclous coffee,
and pie I Home-mad- e pie! I don 1 know what
kind of pie it was. I never dii know and I
never asked. Hut pie tn Oklahoma was to us
as 1 Imaslno the heavenly uiarma was tn the
hungry children nf Israel when they were nn a
forced march. The newsnapur correspondent
took more than his share, aryj rn wo ramnn-trate- d

the landlord said the had another one.
If Ills wife had said that 1 should havo em-
braced her. What a fenst that wns I I liuv at-
tended a great many banoueis In New York,
hut I never enjoyed onens ' did that dinner.

"When It was finished 'e took the landlord
out nnd asked him to nay no his price. H re-
turned and consulted with his wife. When heappeared to us again bo said in an nnolo etlo
manner that as II was Sunday, and us .Mary had
lost her chance of seelr g the ghost dance to ac-
commodate us. hn wculd have tn charge us
about $2 a head. He might aswrell have had J,V

"1 said the dinner cnt me ffl. It cost me more
tn the long run. When I returned to clvlllza.
tlnn 1 sent Mary r dress pattern and a fashion
book, for I Imagined she would like to know the
latest style. I sh.n't tell you what the dress

That's between my wife and mr.ratterncost.I it was the finest dress that was
ever seen In Oklaioma. And there Is the betroom In my houaoon Fifth avenue for Mary and
her busband if they ever come to New York,
nnd a box at th'i theatre every night, and a salt
on my yacht. '( wish I had Mary's chances of
fretting to

wrote?
henven. Talk about say, what was

"In the denert a fountain Is springing,
In III i wild wain, there still la a tree.

And a bird In the solltudo stnglpg
"Iforget the other line, nut that's Mary of

the Indian agency In Oklahoma."

TUB I.IVRI.Y C1IILDBEX.

BbowlBB Nome or (ha UlrBenltles Attending;
l.lterarr Work at Home.

"When you come In said the liter-
ary man to his two sprlghty children, who were
accustomed, when they camo In from tliolr oven-In- g

walk, to walk straight Into tho library
where he was at work, and sit down and talk
awhile, "I wish you would Just say how d'ye
do and then go out. I nave a lot of work to do

and I don't want to be disturbed."
An hour later the literary man heard a latch

key placed carefully In the front door, as
though the person placing It there didn't wish
to be heard. Then he heard smothered laughter
In the hall: It was from the children; they were
up to something, sure. A moment lster they
came marching through the ball, one behind the
other, with military step, bark toward thelibrary. They turned In, marched liken file nf
soldiers alongside the library table on the side
oppnslte thellterary man, halted, fronted, raited
their hands In salute, and said tn unison:

"How d'ye do?"
Then they faced to the left and marched out

again, one behind the other, keeping step as
before, and keeping as sober as they could, until
they came to the parlor j there tbey exploited.

TOWNSEND'S HUMOR.

CIlIUM IIt TA.DDBK.

"'Chames,' says de Duchess t'mo de odder
day, ' Chames, now dat de wedder Is too cool for
little Miss Fannie t' wear bare legs above her
shoes any longer I tlnk I'll have t' go Into town
and get me a new bonnet, cause Miss Fnnnle's
last fall bonnets don't suit rao style,' she
says.

"Say. I was dead on dat dc Duchess wasn't
going Inlo do city t put up cood long green
boodle for no bonnet, causo she Is loo ulghwld
her money t' make a bad break like tint.

"Let mo tell you. De Duchess is do most
sarlngest goll yon ever seed In nil yuur life, and
she'd radder have a cable cm- - run over her toes
dan cough up a plunk for anyone she can got
nny odder way.

"Sho must have money sunk nwnyt' burn a
wet day wld; her wages, my wages, and near all
de tips I collars on de side. All do monvy I has
t' spend Is whnt I holds back from her,
what I gets on de quiet snosk nnd sinks
whero the ain't onto It. Dat's what
I tlnks. seo? Dat's what I links, but
I mostly dreams when I tlnk dat way; cause
when I has made a bit what I tlnk she don't
know of, why, den In a Uttlo while she gives me
some game like I wns telling you of; says sho
has t' gn l' town for a bonnet, or somo dinkey
ting, and makes me blow tn mo secret boodle on
a racket.

" Sure, she's a wonder, dat goll Is. She knows
when I has mado a sneak of a bit J ust as well as
If she'd seen me gel It. Dat's right.

" Hut I tries f bluff l.er. ' What fell.' I says f
her. ' You ain't going t' buy no bonnet. You'd
drop dead tn n fit before )ou'd flash updo long
green for a dicer. What's your gamo?'

"Den do Duchoss she humped her shoulders
like torn women docs, and she snvs ' Chamos,'
says she, 'Chames, I has de unwre; do undlspo-sttlo- n

from de born, nnd I needs a little Jolly
time t' put me on rnpoh wld tneself.'

"Dose was de very words she used. Hut I nm
easy on f most of her forn lancwudge now, so
I know'd she meant dat she was learyof de
name as It lay. and wanted a new deok.

"'All right. Duchess,' I says; 'I has t' go Into
town mestlf for t'get anew collar for do bull
pup.' Which his neck Is growing dat blr his
head looks like a button on de end of a sausage.
'I'm wld you. Dut who'll put up fordo trip?
I'm worse broke dan a cop what's lout his place
on de force.'

" De Duchess she (ays. without looking at me,
says she, Chames, wo'U chase Into town, and
you dream dat you has money, and your dream
will come true.'

" Say. honest, dere ain't no uso stacking up
aralnst a goll like dat. 'Isdero? I took an easy
tumble t' meself, causo on do dead straight I did
have a fiver sunk what I taut do Duchess didn't
know nottlng about, and we goto excused for
de day and chases Into town.

"Say, little old New York Is de best ever.
Ain't dat right ? De country would be all rlg'.it
If it was only in de city. I likes It down to our
place on de Sound cause Mlas Fannie Is dere.
and little Miss Fannie and Mr. Paul and de
odder folks; butde day ls twenty-fou- r hours
long, sure, when you ain't In little old New
York.

" Well, we sailed down Flft avenoo feellnr
llko we bad skates on, till wn come f do Wa',
dorf. and dere de cops wouldn't let ua ps j.
What do you tlnk de cop says t' me? You has
t' wait,' he says, 'till Ll Hung Chang c 0mea
outer de hotel and goes away,' ho says. T 0 you
tumble? I didn't. De Duchess says dat LI
Hung ls a China chink. I tells de cop dat I has
t' seo a man down town whnt would have'a fit
If I wasn't dere, but do game didn't work.

" My saying de word 'fit' must ?jave give de
Duchess a tip, for she give me re wink t' say
nottlng, and she trun a dumriy right In de
cop's arms. Honest, if she'd be n a actress out
on top of de stage she Couldn't trun a
better fit dan she did. Do cop catches her. and
I says, ' Take her t' de drug tore quick.' I says,
or she'll trun anoader.' Well, he picks de

Duchess up in his arms and carries her across
de street, where we wanVxl t' go, mo rallying,
and dere de Duchess comes I' herself, and,
making de cop a grand bow, she says. "Mercl.
me good man, I'll n)t truble you tv carry me
furrier.' nnd don ebb puts ber hater, straight,
and says, Come, Chames, we car.'t wait for
Monsieur Ll.'

"Do cop he looked llko tlrty cents as we
chases ourselves down de nvenoo. Say, Is dat
toll de best ever? I wonder I

"Well, we walked and walked down de ave-
noo till we got down by Slxteont street, and I
was noticing Cat de Duchess was kinder walk-
ing slowur and slower, and plplnc off de car-
riages llle she'd lost one and was looking for It.
I was wondering what her gamo was when a
coupi drove up by destdewalk and I heard some
one inside say 'Hortense,' what's de real front
nameof de Duchess. De coapo stopped and de
DucUess went up t' do door.

".'ay. I'd taut dere was sometlng up what
waysn't dead straight, only 1 seen dat de woman
inside de coupe was dat widdy I waa telling you
about; the high flyer what Mr. Paul calls 'de
wily widdy.'

, "She and de Duchess Jabbered togedder In
French fnr a while, and den I vjas called up. I
touched me hat t' de widdy, and she says, quick,
'Don't touch your hat like a servant. Bowl'
me like you was my equal,

"I didn't tumble t' dat, 'her equal,' cause, of
conrsr.de only ting you Is equal to lsanoder
man what you can fight as well as him, but I
takes off mu dicer wld a sweep what made her
laugh.

" Den she looks mo nil over, from me shoes t'
me dicer, and sr.ys: 'You'll do; Mr. Burton has
very good taste In dress and don't wear his
close long before you has 'em. You'll do.' Den
she pipes off de Duchess, nnd says: 'You'll do,
of course. Hortense, cause Fannie Iiurton's close
fit you like dey was made for you.'

"Sny. what do you link? I was getting par-
alyzed. Don sho says, ' Chames, do you know
where l'Hotel do Illnnc Is?'

"I didn't, but de Duchess did, cause It's a
French hotel wld a restaurant what forn folks
and Americans looking for good grub goes to.

"'Meet me dere In fifteen minutes,' says do
widdy; ' and remember, Chames, you la to act
like me equal.'

"'Am I t' put on do gloves wld her?' I asks
de Duchess, ' or what fell ?'

"'You're t' be a real gent,' says de Duchess,
nnd I seen from de look in her eyu dnt we was
going Into de very irame do Duchess had come
t' town for.

"Whnt do I get out of it?' I says, and do
Duchess fa) s, ' Yon gets champagne and wood-
cock,' snys she, 'and ain't dat enough ?'

"'Hut what's de game?' says I. De Duchess
only laughed and says, 'Nnm port,' she says,
what means ' what fell ' In French.

"Say, you never seed such a game In all your
life. We chased down f dnt restaurant, and
dere was de widdy waiting for us, and wo went
In togedder, do Duchess giving me a nudgo f
do de grand.

"Well, did I do It? Do widdy. de minute we
gets seated, began f give me do greatest Jolly I
ever had. She told me to order lunch, and den
didn't do a ting but get cay wld mc. giving me
de glad ejo and de winner smile till I couldn't
do a ting but Just wonder what fell. Well. I
ordered lunch what struck de waiter dumb. I
Just run me finger down do bill of fare, and
pointed out erorytlng what cost de most, from
end to end, nnd told him I'd push In his faco If
de champagne was more dan forty. two degrees,
what Is de way Mr. Paul lakes his.

" We was Just getting busy wld de lunch when
I cods it swell como Into de restaurant, nnd near
haven fit when he seen de widdy. He started
t'como to our table, but do widdy only gives
him n dinky Uttlo nod, and den she glvos mode
gladdest grin you over seed, and puts her hand
on mo arm, and Jabbers away at me about
coaching trips and yachting, and I don't know
what fe'll,

"De swell mug he sits away off in de corner
and ulres me de stony eye and looks like be
was a tree-tim- e winner,

"I was no nearer being on dan de man what
fell off da roof; but seed dat do game, what-
ever It was, was going smooder dan silk, from
de look In de Duchess's eye,

"So de more gay de widdy cot wld me de
more gay I got wld her, till I taut I coqld win
'facrlf do Duchess wasn't dere, and all do Urn

de mug In da corner was getting blacker and
blacker.

" When w e quit de widdy passed me her purse
under de tattle and tells tdu f settle nnd take a
lip for msse If. and den we all tree chases ont,

' For de life of' me I couldn't est de Duchess
f tell me a word till do next day. Den she got a
letter from flo widdy, and In It was a cheok for
what do you, tlnk? Fifty plunks! Honest,

"'Chamesj1 says de Duchess, 'you doro ele-

gant. De naig proposed t' de widdy laatnlght.
He wasneo. mug, Chamea. nnd needed allttle
sance of Joalouty, If you'll never kill Miss,

Fannie you cn keep do tlu do widdy pave you.
DlsOfty sho promised me.'

"Now, honest, what fell!"

MAJOR" A XI) MllS. r.

" We have been In Urooklyn " togaa Major
Max, but Mrs. Max Interrupted.

"Whonever Hob Hillings comes to town on
leave you two go to Urooklyn to cr.ll on! your old
Colonel; though why a Colonel should lire In
Urooklyn, I'm surel"

"Do you know, my dear, I'm not so sure as
you are." .

"Exactly: a Colonel, but live In Urooklyn l'V'
" You do not state tho case In a mannor tn Jo

most credit to tho Colonnl. To be a Colorrol'amt
live In Brooklyn seem i more adequately ug- -
gestlve. To be n Colonel, retired, buvjWs a
man experienced In all the horror of vran, and
of proved bravery. And, In adfUtion, U live In

i Brooklyn scorns to attest a degruootltVllffer- -
onco to danger whlsh, whllo commendable In
uctlon, in the presence of the op'jniy, might
with reason and propriety bo for nd lacking In
un offlccr retired by ugo limit."

" Then whnt In over do yor, go over thore to
callonhlm for?" .'

"To call on him and r Instructed., Now In
Brooklyn." the Major, 'continued, In, part

his glass ant', n part the setterdog.
which was rejardtn',. him with some anxiety,
"In Brooklyn are found the most profound
logicians. Ono I addressed over thero
asking which cr'r took me to Bushwlck. ' Natu-rally- .'

replied 'je. 'any 'car unlnscrlbed "Bush-
wlck." Either the Fatbush and Jamaica lino
or tho Benronhurst and Flushing.'

" And on I retf Jrn by either line ?' I asked.
"'No.' answered the citizen, 'you do not re-

turn. No oce w ho goes to any suburb nf Brook-
lyn ever revurr e. The n facts provo
the statornorc. Are not Bushwlck. Flatbush,
Jamaica, Fl' ashing, what you will, all populous?
Would th.r be so If those who went there

t know whereof I speak, because I
have be en to all those placet.'

"Th' nklng I had the Interesting citizen cor-
nered , i mado reply, But by yourself returning
you disprove your assertion.'

" 'On thecontrary.otherwlse: My case proves
tr.y assertion. I never returned. I am now In
.hose places.'

" I was so Impressed nnd elated by this display
f superior logio 1 nearly "
" Major." Broke In Mrs. Max. " If the fashion

if not wearing corsets ls taken up by every one
Jioiy do you suppose Mrs. Jack Deerlng will
liuok ?"

1 no Major gasped, speechless, until the setter
became painfully nervous before he replied:
, "My dear Mrs. Max. your mental processes
Confound and rour verbal pictures confute, nay,
embarrass. What Is Mrs. Jack's corset to Flat-bus- h

or Bensonburst to Mrs. Jack's no corset?
Ard why nm I. blushing, dragged In lo contem-
plate and consider 7"

" 1 was only thinking," answered the lady," that If she gave up her corset Mrs. Jack would
stop fighting with Polly Slanguer. Polly has a
beautiful natural figure, and "

" Cease I cease 1" cried tho Major, but In a
tone which seemed somehow not lo mean cease,
and Mrs. Max. tranquil nnd unabashed, con-
tinued:

"Indeed. I think Mrs. Jack Is preparing tn
up Bob Billings tn Polly, and I'm sure he'll

e very nice as Polly's husband, for she has in-
come enough 'o buy him out of the army, al-
though she does smoke cigarettes and drink
whiskey and carbonic and "

"Not a word more!" shouted the Major, in
delight, "Am I tu sit still and hear the cold-
blooded plana for the allotment of my army
chum lndumblmpotency ? Never! Alas I how
little we poor men understand in our pretended
superiority of strength that tn matters whtcb
most affect onr lives and happiness we are as
etay in the hands ot the notters-y- ou and Mrs.
Jack and Polly In this case being the potters."

"Nonsense. Major. Any ont, even you. must
have seen that Bob would have married Polly ayear ago If Mrs. Jack had been willing. Polly
could havo bad him, any way. In spite of Mrs.
Jack, only shs Is an awfully d girl
and did not llko to interfere in Mrs. Jack's pro-
gramme."

The Major was casplng now in reality.
"Are you speaking truths to me. my dear?"

he said at last. "Can such things be? Do you
mean lo tell me In seriousness that It Is thus we
men are disposed of? Have we no choice In
sucli nn Interesting matter as the selection of a
wife?"

" Very little." answered Mrs. Max quite coolly." For Instance, you know that you were half In
love with Mrs. Jack when she was a girt and
that Jack was naif In love with me; but we,
Mrs. Jack and I. decided how you should be
paired. Now. Just fancy how you would hare
suffered If you had married Mrs. Jack and not
had her to flirt with all these years, and how
miserable Jack would have been If, intteadofthinking he were half in love with mo still
which does him much good I were his wlfel"

"My dear Mrs. Max. this Is simply awful; It
ls revolutionary, anarchistic; Ills "

"Mrs. Jack said to me the other day that we
ought to marry Bob to Polly, which makes me
ibink that she Mrs. Jack Is going tn give up
corsets, and knows that If she does Polly wonld
walk off with Bob, whether Mrs. Jack liked itor not, I told Mrs. Jack that, bnt she tald she'd
only been disciplining Bob a little, and that he
was now sufficiently chastened to make a good
hntband, and that Polly understood It all. That
sounds kind of funny, too when you come tn
think of It: except that one does nottblnk of
what Mrs. Jack aays. But, Major, how could
thut man be in Flatbush or was it Jamaica
when he was in Brooklyn ?"

EllWAIlD W. TOW.NSEND.

T1TB HETIUED ItVItOLAIt.
TThot Happened lo Him One Night Down

In a Deep Cellar.
"I'm fond of lobsters," said tho retired

burglar, ','but I like 'em best cooked. And,
spending of 'em cooked, the best way to eat
lobsters Is stewed. You take good lively, fresh
lobsters and boll 'em, and then you pick 'em
out and cut 'em up. not too fine, and warm 'em
ovor: putting In a little water to make a sort ot
a gravy, and a little bltot butter, and a little
popper, nnd some salt, unless you put tn salt
enough when you boiled 'em, and maybo Just a
little touch of vinegar, though some folks don't
llko any vinegar In 'cm at all. Then you serve
'era hot. I like to spread a slice of bread and
put that on my plate and ladlo the lobster out
on that. Yon may think there's better ways of
eating lobsters ; but when I have stewed lobsters
for breakfast I forget I'm poor. But what I
set out to tell you about was a live lobster.

"I dropped down ono night, through a
window that I had opened, Into a deep cellar.
The window was narrow, and high up. I guess
It must have been six or seven feet from the
cellar bottom to tho lower edge of It. Of course,
a man can't walk up n stone wnll like thatvery well, and so before going upstnlrs 1 fixed a
way of getting out easy. In case I should wantto In a hurry, a, of course, might happen.
1 moved a couple nt boxes un under the window,
one nn top of tse other, making a sort of steps.

S hen 1 reached down to pick up my bag again
I didn't, strike li nt first, nnd as 1 waa feeling
nlung for It something grablxd my hand, nipped
It sharp and hard, and hung on, I was startled,sure, hut I realized In An Inslant tbnt It was alobster, ou know some folks when they ain'tgoing tn cook tne lobsters till morning put 'emoutonthe grasi overnight, or maybe down on
thu cellar bottom where they'll keep cool and
tn gout! condition, and I'd run against a lobster
pill down In the cellar.

"When I stood up, tho lobster was still hang-
ing on. I thiew out my hand, natural enough, I
suppose, with an Idea of throwing tho lobster
off. but Instead of that I banged him against
the nig zinc cylinder around the furnace. It
sounded like hlttln' a big Iron drum with a
club. Thai s artled me. too. and when I stepped
back to get away from the furnnco I fell over
Into the coal bin. There was u narrow opening
tn the side of the bin where they'd took down
one hoard at a time as the coal got lower there,
until ihei'd trot down to Just one board at the
bottom, and I'd stumbled over thai and fell
backward on tho dial, I'no lobster was still
hanging on. 1 thought I mnde iioImi enough
vlatierlng against the board and felling on the
ronl, but tho minute 1 struck thu coal I suneda coal slide. From whero the hoards had been
taken out the coal sloped up high against the
side of the lellar; my falling on the foot of it
siaru.il ihe whole fm oof the slope moving It
made mnre notsetluin a load of coal dumping
on Hie sidewalk.

"Stepping out of tho coal bin, I knocked
down the coal shovel leaning aimlhst It Just
outside, nnd the big furnace poker. Noise?Humph! And all this time the lobster wns
still hanging on -- jou see. It takes mo some little
tlinu lo icll you about It all, but It look mighty
Utile lime for ll all tn happen.

"As l lie linker banged down I heard folks
coming down the stairs from the second floor to
tlir floor above the cellar. Ot course, there was
Just one tnlng forme to do and that was. to get
out. While the folks waa cemlnu' down from
the second floor to the first. I Oas making for the
cellar window; and the lobfttfr never let go till
I stepped up on tho ant box."

it,n ... -- .

A BELFRY FULL OF HOlfe M
XEAlt'iX700 VOVMtS HTOttED OTBM ,jH

A CUV 110 JI. 'tH
Thri rrve Will llaptlsts of Cnssvllle anal ;H

Coulee's Mill. N, .1., Proflt' SIP'S tVoist TJM
Vie Work or the llece Mnrlnat the X.atr JH'tJeaaoa .lob Hairkaralth'a Mletak 3H

. CoLMRn's Mim,, N, J., Sept. 10.-- Tht rt "H
markablo discovery wns made the other day VM
that the belfry of tho Free Will Baptist Church H

I wns full of honey. The church stands on th Mt
turnpike about half way between Colllor'a gH
Mill and Cnssvllle. It Is n plain ivoodon struc-- ;jH
lure, with nn d belfry set 'on tho H
root over the front entrance Tho sides v.C djj

tho bolfry nro of latllcowork. '''lLI
Thrro hns novcr boon n bolt In tho belfry. Tht) 'HFrca'WIlt society Is a struirgllng.orcnnliatlon, 11

'nnd, besides, when nvo years ago tho church was KJH
hurtt the congregation couldn't agree as to' tho ,vH
nrop.-let- of topping off tho etrncturo With V
Wl. The older membors thought that It wasn't WU
Ticcfsssry to supvly menns of calling people to KH

'church. If they didn't take Interest enough iHIn their churchly duties to como without call-- ifeH
Ing, they might as woll stay homo. Tho .Hyounger momjers approved tho Idea of haying "Ji.'B
a bell, for tho roaean that It would show n'flls-- j
position on tho part of the congregation to bo H
up; with the times. A lack of money, ho . ''3H
ever, enabled tho older members to carry 'tho 'llB
day, nnd the belfry s.nnds empty. , Vij

Tho other day Job Huwksmtth, who erljoy 'ufl
tho reputation of being tho "sharpest eyed heo 'rjB
liner tin Ocean county," wns "Ut In the lota titsas!
fooling around a bunch, of golden rod In tho Wt
hopont plckli.ir up n honey gnthorcr 'that
would lead him to n rich deposit of honor. Ho tfjB
finally ennturud nna and "lined" it. Tile boo wt
moved olf toward Cnssvllle, and Job patiently ltawaited Its return.' It enmu back In about j'lsi
fifteen minutes, nnd went straight, to tho box JH
in vhlch Hawksmitli had n piece ot bread M
smeared with honoy. 'TsB

Jul) moved a quarter of a ml'o In tho dlrcoV 39
tlon tho bco had taken, and again released It, 'BIt shot off on tho sarao lino as beforeTor
mora than threo hours Job worked vvttn tho rxH
beclnnd tt led htm Into tho open country lying HH
between Collier's Mill and Cassvllle. j ifB" 'Twas tho funniest trick I'd ever hod a bco 'flj
play onjme," said Job when telling of his expert- - .tfwj
encc. "There wus a strip o' timber ntweentho rofl
place where I fust caught the bee an' the Cass fl
rllle rood, but the critter took mo clean through - rH
It an' out Inter the open Acids. When I.gcA &5JB
up ter within less 'n a quarter of a mile o'Ath i$BJ
Free Will Church, I couldn't somehow keep
track o' the bee. 'TwouU go an' como all .;SH
right, but whoii It got Its saddle bags full It ,aH
flew straight fer the church an' got out p'.rny "!f9
sight quicker 'n you could say Jack Robinson." jlfl

When navvksmlth gets scent of a honey Mj
"mine" he never gives up tho hunt until ,h fHlocates It. and he haunted (he clump of golden 1rod an entire week, and each "liner" that h J19
"boxed" took him straight In the dlrectIan.of iffiM
tho Freo Will Church. IIo flnaHy concluded $that he had got hold of ono of Squire Apple
gate's bees. Squtro Applcgato lives back of
tho church a short distance, and makes a bnsl- - Jri
nes of raising honey. Disgusted rlth tho '
way In which he had been fooled Job gave ur 'gl
the search, and tried his luck In another '
part; of tho township. On Inst Friday SB
tho Treo Will pople held n sort of Harvest 3
Home at the church. In toe a'ternoon when H
there were about UOO persons present their at-- AW
tentlon was attracted by a peculiar humming nit;
In the air, and somebody shouted: "There'o s
a swarm o' Squire Applegate's bees." 38

Sure enough, there was n whirling moss of j&
bees overhead, and somebody, picking up a si
tin! pan. btcun to beat It with a knife. Tnat ,
was tho signal for everybody to mako as X
mnch noise as possible, and every available is?
article that would give out a bound was M
grabbed and pounded v Igorously, while tho S
children waved their hais and danced.'

This popular method of bringing a swarm
of erratic bees to some common point had jjquick effect in this Instance, and to the nston-- My
ishment of eve.ybody tho bees beiran sudden- - IffJlly to string out In tho direction of tbe belfry h'flon the church, round which they clustered In Ja crawling, buzzing mass. Thoprobltm of y- - 'psv.
hiving tho bees at once engai-c-d the attention A"?
of the people, and nil sorts of schemes were W
suggested. Squire Applegate said he would Hgo over to the bouse and g't a ladder and an W
empty hive. Into which ho thought he could W
get the bees. In a short time ho came back '

with the ladder and the hive, but the bees, ho i
said, were not his. I

Job Hawkstnl'h was present and said that 1

he would undertake to hive the bees vvtth th
understanding that they should bo his prop--
erty If he succeeded. Thii was acreed to, and "

A
ho ai ended to the roo'.'of the church, carrylns i Si
the hive with him. He tooled round an hour v
or so, seorcldns for tho queen bee. If he g,
could get ber and place her In the hive tho S
others would quickly follow- - her, but ho Jftif
couldn't find her, and he finally gave it up as I ,K
a bad Job M

Squire Anplogate then took a hand at It, 'M.
but was no moro successful than Job. Ther vt,were the beat two U-- c handlers In the county. g
and when they decided that the bees could not OS
be hived from tho belfry, nolody else cared to M
undertake the Job. fl"We can git emoffn that nelfry," said -

Hawksmlth.when Applegato was on the ground sis
again. "I'll taken pan o' sulphur up there on, tj
the Inside nnd burn It, Thnt'U drlv--) 'em oft." V?

The pan nnd the sulphur were furnished. A
and Hawksmith wont with them up to "the
!elfry. In loss than five minutes lie was b
back. The old fellow was irrcaily excited. &

"It's nlumb full o" honey, boys," he cried. t
"What's full o" honey?" inquired a farmer

who looked as If ho thought Job's nenscs had
suddenly escaped him. m

'The belfry." replied Joe. "The belfry's &
fairly drlppln' with It. I'm tho worst fooled Si
bee ltner you ever looked at. I lined bees SJ
iutor that nlr belfry thrco days steady an '&
didn't know it." "g

Squire Applrgnte went up to tho belfry.
and w hen ho camo back lie corrolmrated Job'a '
story. "It's chock full n' comb." atd he. B
"I'll Vet there's fiOO pounds o' honey up there,"

It look Hawksmith and Applegnte two days $Y

to clean out the belfry, nnd the crop pf honey ' if
and comb thnt they secured weighed nearly
700 pounds. It Is worth about S12S. and S
tho proceeds of tho sale will go Into the ex- - 'B
chequer of the chureli. $

'&
UE1.P fOlt FKEKD SLAVES. C

European Governments Will Aid Mr. Chute T-

lata' l'MlunlbropIc (Scheme.

Mr. Hell Chatelaln, the frlcnn llngulstand
ethnologist, who has been in Kuropo for somo f
months in the interest of tho Phllafrlcan Lib- -
erntor's League, has returned to New York. .;

Tho chief purposo of his visit abroad was to
learn if the various Governments would so
far assist the league as to glvo It nil the land
II needs In their African pobscsslons for found-- j

lng stations whero colonies of freed slaves may
be settled and instructod In Industrial nrts and. i'i
the elements of civilization by American teach- -

crs who nro to bo bent to them. frf.

Tho league wns organized in May last, anil $;
many prominent clttzons of New York are al-- 5
ready Identified with tho movement. Ex- - "m
Postmastr-f!enera- l Thomas L. Jnmcsls trons- - sh

urcr. and among other gentlemen who are scrv- - .,t

lng as directors or officers aro Oh as.
P. Daly. Paul Du Clinlllti. Ioms Klontcli. Fred $
It. Coudert. tho Itev. Drs. L. T. Chnmlcrlatn, j

Joslah Strong, J. B. Burrell. W. II. P. Faunce, &
J. II. Edwards. W. V. Wllbert. nnd of-er- f.

Mr. Chntehitn did not expect this summor M
to acquire an) particular Uriels of land, but &

merelv to place the project before tho vart- -

oui (torrrnmeutn, learn their dlsimsltlnn to- - ji
ward It and thu prospect of their helpful- - 1
ness. Among the officials with whom ho con- - iV
ferred were those of the Colon! ll Ofllce, lnn- - AA
don. the British South Africa Company, Sir J
II, II, Johnston, the British Commissioner In '
Nyassalnnd; the Department of tho Colonies
In Paris, Dr. Kiiyser. thu head of the Colonial '11
Department In Berlin, nnd M. Van Ketvelde, W
Secretary of Stale, nnd M. do Cuvelier, Sec- - vm
retary-lienern- l, of tho Congo Independent $,
state He also conferitsl with tho heads of tho
various y sorleiiej ill tneso couu- - J4
flea and In Switzerland, B

It wns tho practical features of his plan 'If.
for striking nt tho root of the evils nf slavery fil
end witchcraft and developing the natives
along Industrial and ediicntiouul lines In rol
onles comparatively from ovll liitln- - ?
em e. that secured the cnllporiitlim of many S

men here, and tho pructlcibtllty K
of tlwM'heme linvnlsirouiinnnded It abroad. for .;
the iifl'.i'ials of tho various lluioiiciiii Status 'il- -

whn hnvo tn dn with the African Interests of "I?
their finvernments havo carefully examined , m
the details of Mr. Chntclntu'a schcinn and ap-- itl
proved ibctn. In other words, the men at '9
the head of various British possessions, of fltho French Cnniro. of the Congo Free State, of ,1
Herman East Africa, nnd other largo regions 'fjlregard his scheme as a praotlcut'plan for help- - lPj
Ing the can lo nf good and clvlll- - nv
7atlnu, mid they have assured Mr. Chate- - litlain that nil the land he requires will !e at 1

hu dispos.it and thut they will facilitate hit
work In every way they can. '

Mr. Chstrlnln will have no difficulty in ac tquiring rights t lnnds ihat he may regard as f
irost favirablo for the first station. Branches il v

of the league ore to ho formed Infither cities,
and the Board of Directors will bsjxtn this fall I,

the work of raisin the comparatively smalt Vassal'
tuttu10.000, requJxtd forth ttrsUUiiv JH.- f .assssKlm


